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were eaten by the Indians, while others were killed by the
Spaniards themselves, -because they would not consent to the
thieving that they committed against the Indians. Others
were drowned at sea; and there were even some who went
so far inland, thirsting for gold, that they got into desert
places, where, not knowing the constellations, or the suc-
cession of seasons in those countries, where the winter rains
are most violent and destructive, they were unable to ad-
vance or retreat, and died there together with all their fol-
lowers.
The Spaniards erected on the seashore of the mainland
the following towns: Nomlre di Dios, UAntica, Cartagena,
Sta. Marta, Cupola Vela, Valenzuola, a very rich province,
which the emperor, in the year 15&8, ceded to the Velzare
Alemani ;x and the first governor whom they sent was Am-
brose Alfinquer, who made many forays among those people,
committing great cruelties in his anxiety for gold: but he
was finally killed by the Indians. Then they sent another,
named Giorgio, of their family. One-night, however, the
Spaniards who were with him treacherously killed him in
his bed, mangled him, and then dragging his body most
ignominiously out of the house and all about the piazza,
finally threw it into a wood, where at dawn it was buried.
The malefactors were soon after, by order of the emperor,
most severely punished, as the crime deserved.
As I have promised to compress this my short history in
the most suitable manner, it seems to me eligible to return
to the affairs of La Isla Espafiola and its neighbours. On the
death of Colombo, the king, Don Ferdinand, sent Diego,
the son of the almirante, as viceroy to La Espanola, with the
same authority that he had granted to his father, but he did
1 The Germans are frequently called Alemanni by the Italians, as
well as Attemands by the French; and as Charles V. would probably
favour his new subjects, the Velgare, the province was thus given or sold
to the Germans. (Trans.)